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CHARTER SCHOOL
CONTRACT FOR TYPE 1

CHARTER SCHOOLS

THIS AGREEMENT is a Charter School Contract, authorized pursuant to Louisiana
Revised Statutes, Title 17, Chapter 42, and executed by and between the East Baton Rouge
Parish School Board ("BOARD") and Helix Network of Educational Choices dlb/a Helix
Mentorship and Maritime Academy ("Helix" or "Charter School"), effective this, the 1st day of
JuJy,2025.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the "Charter School Demonstration Programs Law," La. R.S. 17:3971, et
seq., atthorizes experimentation in the creation of innovative kinds of independent public
schools for students; and

WHEREAS, the purposes of the "Charter School Demonstration Programs Law" are to
provide opportunities for educators and others interested in educating students to form, operate,
or be employed within a charter school designed to accomplish the following objectives, namely:
(l) to improve student learning and, in general, the public school system; (2) to increase learning
opportunities and access to quality education for students; (3) to encourage the use ofdifferent
and innovative teaching methods and a variety of governance, management, and administrative
structures; (4) to require appropriate assessment and measurement of academic learning results;
(5) to account beffer and more thoroughly for educational results; and (6) to create new
professional opportunities for teachers and other school employees, including the opportunity to
be responsible for learning programs at the Charter School site; and

WHEREAS, the BOARD finds that the Charter School's renewal application is valid,
complete, financially well-structured, educationally sound, and offers potential for fulfilling the
purposes of the Charter School Demonstration Programs Law; and

WIIEREAS, the BOARD is authorized, pursuant toLa. R.S. 17:3971, et seq., to execute
Charter Contracts authorizing the operation of charter schools; and

WHEREAS, on June 12,2025, the BOARD approved the renewal application of Helix
Network Educational Choices to be a Type I charter school; and

WHEREAS, the BOARD previously entered into a Charter Contract with the Charter
School to operate apublic charter school serving grades 9 through 12;and

WHEREAS, the BOARD has reviewed and approved an amendment to the Charter
Contract to expand the Charter School's grade configuration to serve students in grades

Kindergarten through 12, effective July 1,2026;
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NOW, TFIEREFORE, the parties hereto, intending to be legally bound by the terms and

conditions set forth herein, enter into the following Agreement:

AGREEMENT
SECTION 1: ESTABLISHMENT OF

SCHOOL

1.1 Parties

1.1.1 This Charter Contract is entered into between HELIX NETWORK OF
EDUCATIONAL CHOICES (the "Charter Operator") and the East Baton Rouge
Parish School Board ("BOARD") for the purpose of operating HELIX
MENTORSHIP AND MARITIME ACADEMY (the "Charter School"). This
contract will be referred to herein as an "Agreement" or a "Charter Contract," and

such terms may be used interchangeably.

The person authorized to sign on behalf of the BOARD is the President of the BOARD

The BOARD shall have jurisdiction over the Charter School pursuant to La. R.S.

section I 7 :3983(A)(aXa).

1.1.4 The person authorized to sign this Agreement on behalf of the Charter Operator is
Preston J. Castille, Jr. ("Charter Representative"), a duly authorized representative of
the Charter Operator's Board of Directors. The Charter Operator affirms as a
condition of this Agreement that the Charter Operator's Board of Directors has

authorized the Charter Representative to execute agreements, including this renewal
Charter Contract, on behalf of the Charter Operator.

1.1.5 The Charter Operator affirms, as a condition of this Charter Contract, that the
nonprofit corporation is duly authorized according to the laws of the State of
Louisiana ("State") and certifies that all contracts obligating the Charter School have

been or will be made and undertaken by the Charter Operator as a nonprofit
corporation. Failure to act strictly as a nonprofit corporation shall be grounds for
rescission of its charter.

1.1.6 The Charter Operator affirms, as a condition of this Charter Contract, that the non-
profit corporation has a Board of Directors, whose directors receive no compensation
other than reimbursement of actual expenses incurred while fulfilling duties as a
member of such a board.

1.2 Location

1.2.1 The Charter Operator shall provide educational services, including the delivery of
instruction, at location(s) to be mutually agreed upon by the parties hereto and located
within the geographical boundaries of the BOARD. The school is currently operating
at the locations identified in Exhibit A.

1.3 Facilitv

I .3.1 The Charter Operator shall maintain either ownership of, a lease for, or other suitable
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agreement covering the use of all facilities, and shall ensure that the facilities comply
with all State and local health and safety standards and other applicable laws,
regulations, and rules.

The Charter Operator shall provide a copy of the lease, purchase agreement andlor
facility agreement upon request by the BOARD.
In the event that an adequate facility agreement and/or necessary certificates and
permissions are not obtained by the Charter Operatorpriorto June 31,2026, and the
Charter Operator cannot cure such deficiencies within sixty (60) days or if the nature of
such deficiency is such that it cannot be reasonably cured within sixty (60) days or in
the event that such facility agreement andlor certificates and permissions are terminated,
revoked, suspended, or expire at any subsequent point thereafter, the Charter Operator
may not provide instruction at the facility. In such event, the BOARD reserves the right
to enforce its revocation rights set forth herein.

The Charter Operator shall comply with all applicable local, State, and federal laws and
codes regarding school facility maintenance and upkeep.

t.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4
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SECTION 2: OPERATION OF SCHOOL

2.1 Purpose

2.1.1 The Charter Operator shall provide educational services according to the educational
standards established by law and this Agreement; measure student progress toward
stated goals; and participate in student assessments required by law, regulation, and
written BOARD policy. The Charter Operator shall manage the Charter School in a
financially prudent manner and provide the BOARD with timely and accurate
reporting.

2.2 Governance

2.2.1 The Charter Operator and its Board of Directors are responsible for complying with
and carrying out the provisions of this Agreement, including compliance with
applicable laws and regulations and all reporting requirements. This provision shall
not be construed to give rise to personal liability of individual board directors in
instances where the law would not impose such personal liability.

2.2.2 The Board of Directors of the Charter Operatorwill act in accordance with its duly
adopted by-laws. The Board of Directors of the Charter Operator shall meet the
director composition requirements in Title 17, Chapter 42 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes, and in BESE Bulletin 126.

2.2.3 Each director of the Charter Operator's Board of Directors shall complete and submit
to the BOARD a Disclosure of Financial Interest and Conflict of Interest Form
("Financial Disclosure") and an Affirmation of Eligibility to Serve ("Board
Affirmation"). These documents shall be submitted by each new Charter Operator
board director within thirty (30) days of appointment. The Financial Disclosure shall
be submitted to the Louisiana Board of Ethics by each board director on or before
May l5 of each year after initial submission following appointment.

2.2.4 The Charter Operator's by-laws (and any amendments thereto) shall be consistent
with the Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics, including, but not limited to, the
adoption of and adherence to a formal conflict of interest policy that is consistent with
applicable law.

2.2.5 Meetings of the directors of the board of the Charter Operator and any committee or
subcommittee thereof shall be conducted in accordance with the Louisiana Open
Meetings Law,La. R.S. 42:4.1, et seq.

2.2.6 The Board of Directors is responsible for the sound fiscal management of the Charter
School. This provision shall not be construed to give rise to personal liability of
individual board directors in instances where the law would not impose such personal
liability.

2.2.7 The Charter Operator shall be the final authority in matters affecting the Charter
School, including, but not limited to, staffing, financial accountability, and
curriculum, except as otherwise provided in this Agreement and as provided by
applicable law and by wriuen policies promulgated by the BOARD.
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2.3 Grade Range: Number of Students

2-3.1 The Charter Operator shall provide instruction to students in such grades and numbers
in each year of operation under the Agreement as described in the Charter School's
Enrollment Projection Table set forth in Exhibit C, incorporated herein by this
reference. The Charter School may enroll up to, but no more than, l20yo of the total
number of students which have been approved (as specified in Exhibit C) without
seeking approval in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute ("La. R.S.")
17:399I(C)(l)(c)(a). Additional school openings and enrollment of students beyond
those provided for in Exhibit C, and as otherwise allowed by this section, shall be

mutually agreed upon by the parties hereto and determined by certain performance
factors as outlined in Exhibit F.

2.3.2 The Charter Operator may make reasonable modifications within the grade levels
approved as set forth in the Charter School's Enrollment Projection Table as to the
number of students in any particular grade and number of students within a class to
accommodate staffing exigencies and attrition patterns, but may not without written
permission eliminate a grade that the Charter School was scheduled to serve or add a
grade that the Charter School was not scheduled to serve.

2.4 Student Recruitment and Enrollment

2.4.1 The School Enrollment Policies and Procedures set forth in Exhibit D, incorporated
herein by this reference, must be used as guidance in the creation and modification of
the School Recruitment and Enrollment Plan. Enrollment in the Charter School shall
be conducted pursuant to the School Recruitment and Enrollment Plan as developed
by the Charter Operator and which must be in compliance with the School Enrollment
Policies and Procedures and applicable State law. In all cases, student recruitment and
enrollment decisions shall be made in a nondiscriminatory manner and without regard
to race, color, national origin, creed, sex, ethnicity, sexual orientation, mental or
physical disability, age, ancestry, athletic performance, special need, proficiency in
the English language or in a foreign language, or academic achievement in admitting
students.

2.4.2 In order to be eligible to enroll, a student must live within the geographic boundaries
of the East Baton Rouge Parish School System.

2.4.3 To the extent required herein, the Charter Operator exercise reasonable efforts to
recruit and enroll the required number of economically disadvantaged and students
with exceptionalities as defined in La R.S. 17:1942 and in accordance with La. R.S.

17:3991(8) and as set forth in Exhibit E, incorporated herein by this reference.

2.5 Attendance

2.5.1 Attendance of students at the Charter School shall be in compliance with the State's
applicable Compulsory Attendance Laws, La R.S. 17:221.

2.6 Student Handbook

The Charter Operator shall implement a Student Handbook, approved by the Charter
Operator, and shall disseminate the Student Handbook to students and parents each

school year. The Charter Operator's Student Handbook shall include, but not be
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limited to the Charter School's Student Code of Conduct, Complaint Policy, and
Discipline Management Plan, each of which must be in compliance with applicable
federal and State laws and written BESE and district policy. The Charter School's
Student Handbook shall be submitted to the BOARD in accordance with timelines
and procedures mutually agreed upon by the parties hereto. The Charter School may
be evaluated, as outlined in Bulletin 126, based on compliance with the provisions of
the Charter School's Student Handbook, to the extent that such provisions do not
violate federal or State law or written BOARD policy.

2.7 Student Code of Conduct and Discipline Management Plan

2.7.1 The Charter Operator shall maintain and implement wriffen rules and procedures for
student discipline, including clear guidelines for suspension and expulsion. Such rules
and procedures must be consistent with all applicable State and federal law. Those
provisions regarding suspension and expulsion must meet all requirements for due
process, provision of alternative instruction, and federal laws and regulations
governing the placement of students with disabilities.

2.7.2 The Charter Operator shall provide and./or pay for alternative education services for
any student expelled from its school for disciplinary offenses in accordance with
applicable State law.

2.8 Complaint Policy

2.8.1 To the extent required by federal and State law, the Charter Operator shall implement
and maintain a complaint policy to receive and handle complaints brought against the
Charter School and/or the Charter Operator. The Complaint Policy shall be included
in the Charter School's Student Handbook. The complaints process implemented by
the Charter Operator shall be consistent with applicable law and due process. A copy
ofthe Charter Operator's complaintpolicy shall be made readily available to all others
requesting a copy.

2.9 Pupil Progression Plan

2.9.1 The Charter Operator shall implement and adhere to a Pupil Progression Plan ("Pupil
Progression Plan") developed in accordance with State laws and wriffen BOARD
policy. The Charter Operator may adopt the Pupil Progression Plan of the BOARD or
it may utilize a district waiver process to adopt a School-Specific Pupil Progression
Plan, which must be in compliance with applicable law and State regulation. The
Charter Operator shall annually submit its Pupil Progression Plan to the East Baton
Rouge Parish School System.

2.9.2 The school's Pupil Progression Plan will include provisions to ensure that the needs

of at-risk students are being met, consistent with applicable law and written BESE
policy.

2.10 Student Welfare and Safety

2.10.1 The Charter School shall complywith all applicable federal and State laws concerning
student welfare, safety, and health, including, but not limited to, State laws regarding
the reporting of child abuse, accident prevention and disaster response, fire safety,
and any State regulations governing the operation of school facilities.
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